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EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY
	The history of the world goes back all the way to the time of the dinosaurs. As history went on through the ages, many brilliant people came up with ideas and made many discoveries that are known to all in the present day. That even includes the subject of philosophy. As time passed, philosophy changed much with many new ideas and perspectives. One of the brightest philosophers from long ago that many had respect for and followed in his footsteps was the great and wise Socrates.
	When Socrates was alive and well, he taught people his ways of thinking. When sharing that knowledge with his pupils, they were taught from his very dialectic technique which became known as the “Socratic Dialect.” Just what did Socrates do in order to make his philosophical method very successful? How it worked is he used questions to get answer out of those who followed him and then they would have to answer it, this he believed was the way for teachers: to put knowledge into our heads but to let individuals bring out what they know about the subject. (Soccio, The Dialect) But from his teaching method came a brand new idea of how he viewed his own self.
	Socrates was considered the greatest philosopher of all time for his ideas of thinking and teachings. From this, he became a great inspiration to later philosophers such as two of his pupils, Aristotle and Plato (late became great philosophers like their teacher), who carried on his work but adjustments with their own ideas. But more importantly, from his own point of view, how did he view his own self? He saw his image as a “midwife.” One reason for viewing himself this way was because he believed that within each person lies the truth. In life a midwife helps a woman give birth which can be compared to Socrates’ teaching method where he drew out what lies deep inside them so they could see their true potential. (Soccio, The Dialect)
	Socrates was a Sophist (paid teacher) who was very brilliant in all the ways he taught his students. Every time he spoke with his Socratic Dialect there was always a key element to it which not many people know about and that’s irony. What’s irony though? Irony is speaking on two different levels: literal and hidden which are totally opposite from one to the other. (Soccio, Socratic Irony) But just how did this help Socrates keep his pupils attention when he was lecturing to them? Socrates thought that by speaking so many ways it would confuse people then cause them to look more closely at things in the world because not everything is as it seems. So let’s all take time to observe and see things through the whole picture.
	From all that Socrates taught to his students, it eventually led to him being viewed by the government as a traitor. He was put into prison and faced trial for everything that he claimed. At his trial, he came face to face with a Sophist whom didn’t share Socrates ideas, named Thrasymachus, which they both presented points to what they believed in but both managed to counter each other’s claims with a much better one. There is though a questions that Socrates was trying to think of to catch Thrasymachus off balance which was, “If a question is asked would you answer it truly?” In his trial, Socrates countered all of his opponents arguments by asking him many different questions and answered them in his own voice. Although, it was a great technique and strategy to help in his fight, Socrates failed and sentenced to death.
	Socrates was an excellent man and philosopher who inspired many after his time. From in his dialect was a little irony that made it a little confusing and brought knowledge from inside people. This made him such an amazing teacher that eventually led to his death. Never forget him at all!


MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY
	From the time of Socrates to the thirteenth century, people continued to do work in the field of philosophy. Also, as time passed, new ideas and beliefs came into the world. A good example from this century is proving the existence of God. Who was it exactly though that did work in this category? It was none other than Thomas Aquinas who came up with five creative ways to show his points of view. Which starts with the part if he’s real?
	Everybody in the world always seems to ask the question, “Does God really exist,” nobody really knows the answer for sure. But if anyone wants to believe there’s such an entity as God, they can because everyone has equal rights and that includes beliefs. But back in Thomas’ time, it was a serious question and topic that was challenged by many individuals a whole bunch of times. To help support his claim for Gods existence, Thomas came up with five arguments (Five Ways): Motion, Cause, Necessity, Degree, and Design. Each one starts with observations and then attempts to show that only God is responsible for everything that happens. Just what exactly though does it mean to call them empirical? To these arguments ‘empirical’ means that they’re based on experience (empiricism) of things all around us such as our existence, how things walk, or each person is different from one another then each one comes to a conclusion that God is behind it. (Soccio, Commentary on the Five Ways)
	Each of the Five Ways, as stated before, is structured in a unique and positive way which makes them very effective. There is though a principle that’s used in one of these arguments to help explain it. The principle is the principle of plentitude which states that given infinity and richness of the universe, any real possibility must occur at least once and comes to mind the third argument. (Soccio, The Third Way: Necessity) In the present, people wouldn’t agree with this statement because there are situations that sometimes occur more than once.
	Now that Thomas’ five arguments have been mentioned, it’s now time to discuss about one of them but which one? Maybe number one or four, no way. Let’s go into detail on his argument of cause (Second Way). The big questions is though how did he use this in his experiment, proving the existence of God? What he says in this is that he himself is alive by being born to his parents then them with their parents and on. But, if parents don’t have parents of their own then none of us would be around and alive. (Soccio, The Second Way: Cause)
	Thomas Aquinas’ last argument: argument of design (teleological argument) differs from the other four arguments but just how exactly? Right off the back, all the other ways deal with lfie and how it comes to be but this argument deals with how things come to an “end,” also known as telos. Everything in the world has to come to an end like for example a house is officially done (reaches end) after furniture, electrical, and decorations are added to it and it’s truly called a home. Still, with this argument, he supports his claim by finding examples and adding principles to his ideas. This way is very strong because death isn’t determined by our own selves but when our time comes to die. Fate is strong which can’t be stopped and must always be accepted by everyone.
	The world is full of culture and heritage, each one is differently unique in a way that each has their very own beliefs and religions. There is though one similar belief between all cultures and that’s the “GODS.” Some have many but in America, there’s only one god (Heavenly Father) which gave birth to humans as told in the Bible. Many although said he doesn’t exist than that changed with the works of Thomas Aquinas. Which he came up with ways to show that God was real and created five good arguments with a purpose to show how things tie to the explanation of him. Take the time to look and think about what’s all around for it just might leave mouths hanging in disbelief.
EARLY MODERN PHILOSOPHY
	After the times of Socrates and Thomas, philosophy continued to flourish with more and more ideas coming to mind. People went into the field of philosophy and advanced its understanding with whole brand new principles and ways of thinking. Who was it that exactly influenced modern philosophy? The ways of modern philosophy which is how people know it in the present, came from Rene Descartes who’s the “Father of Modern Philosophy.” There is a concept of his that helps give rise to modern philosophy.
Descartes was a brilliant man with great thinking skills that he was able to back up all of his claims. His most famous principle, which helped influence modern philosophy, is cogito ergo sum meaning “I think, therefore I am.” (Soccio, Cogito, Ergo Sum) More clearly though, it states, “If I exist, then I must be real and nobody else can tell me that I don’t exist for I’ve told myself.” This even includes with his belief in an evil genius that can deceive anyone and tell them anything even if someone doesn’t exist. But by saying it multiple times then they’ll realize that they are real. There’s although a certain way it has to be viewed at in order to truly understand its meaning.
Every single person on the planet tends to look at the interpret things through their very own eyes in all sorts of ways. With Descartes “cogito ergo sum” has to be observed through a certain point of view and that’s the first person perspective (putting oneself in Descartes). Why though is this absolutely necessary? The reason is because by looking at it this way it puts an individual in his view of thinking. Therefore, once looking from Descartes’ eyes, nobody can doubt their own existence in this world from anyone while thinking and saying about anything. (Soccio, Cogito, Ergo Sum) I myself absolutely don’t doubt my very own existence because if I wasn’t here then I wouldn’t be a real human being at all.
Each philosopher throughout the gages has come up with their own ideas of thinking on particular subjects or topics others after him or her and put additions to past philosophers’ ways or create their own. This is just what Descartes did with his statement of reality. Just how does his view of our existence differ from other philosophers before him? Descartes concept of our existence from cogito doesn’t use reason as those before his time. Instead, he applies self-awareness which for example is Augustine who said, “I doubt, therefore I am.” For some strange reason this complies with him being Father of Modern Philosophy. (Soccio, Cogito, Ergo Sum)
Some really famous and renowned people throughout history have become an inspiration to many subjects that are studied in modern time. Like Darwin and his ideas of how animals are different from one another is based on biological observations and to the present. With Descartes, his own way of viewing the existence of all living organisms goes together with him being the father of philosophy today. Why does it? This form of philosophy deals with thinking about self which is how people today see why anyone or anything is around and alive. (Soccio, Cogito, Ergo Sum) Coming with new concepts and principles is never easy but put mind and soul into the time given it hen eventually pops into the brain and keeps working hard, which can be used in the future.
Descartes was a true inspiration and admiration tot eh field of philosophy that his thinking ways earned him the title, “Father of Modern Philosophy.” He came up with a concept that explains the existence of life called cogito ergo sum. Which must be seen through his eyes in order to be fully understood. But those before him used reason to show our being alive while Descartes puts self-awareness towards his meaning. This is the main reason why he’s known as the FMP for how anyone today looks at the world. Let’s never forget that there are ways of explaining things and all that has to be done is looking at the world from eyes.
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